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40. Sim Module - Common Tools
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40.1. Drawing flowsheets and adding tables to flowsheets

This chapter explains how to draw and add tables to a flowsheet. In addition to the
instructions chapter, the user should also read unit-specific Chapters 41-47 of this manual
before running the simulations (41- 42 Distribution Units, 43-44 Reactions Units, 45-46
Minerals Processing Units and 47 Converter Units, which are needed if different units are
combined in the flowsheet).

The most important icons for drawing are:

Fig. 1. Icons for drawing Units and Streams, where the first icon is Select, U = Generic Units, R =
Reactions Units, D = Distributions Units, and the last icon is Streams.

40.1.1. Drawing units

Select the unit by left-clicking the unit icon. The cursor shows the user which icon is active.
Move the cursor to somewhere on the flowsheet and draw a unit by a) holding down the left
mouse button b) moving the mouse to increase the size of the unit c) releasing the button to
stop drawing, see Fig. 2. The user can change the size of the units later.

Fig. 2. Drawing two Reactions (Hydro) units. The Reactions unit is the active icon in this figure, see
the mouse cursor.

40.1.2. Drawing streams

Select the stream icon with the mouse (left button). Move the cursor to somewhere on the
flowsheet and click the mouse (left button) to start the stream. The user can add a corner to
the stream with another click and double-click (left button) to end the drawing of the stream,
see Fig. 3.

Editing Streams

How to a) make a corner on the stream b) change the angle of the stream and c) remove
the corners of the stream d) change the input and output units of the stream e) check the
connection of the streams.
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a) Choose the Select icon and by holding down the shift + left mouse button, the
user can make corners on the streams by moving the mouse.

b) Choose the Select icon and click the stream to see the nodes (blue squares).
Hold down the mouse button on a node and move the mouse to change the
angle of the stream.

c) Choose the Select icon, select the stream, then select one stream node (blue
square), move one node on top of another node to remove a stream corner.

d) Choose the Select icon and move the beginning or end of the stream to a new
unit or out of the unit. HSC8 Sim will suggest a new connection to the stream
that the user can accept (OK) or Cancel.

e) When the flowsheet is ready, check that the streams are connected to the
correct units. The user can check connections visually, see Fig. 4. A white circle
or arrow means that the stream source or destination is unknown (a gray arrow
means it is known). Blue stream means input, black stream is between two units
and red stream means output. It is also possible to click the Tools menu to
show the process tree. The most time-consuming task is selecting streams one
by one and looking at the properties (process sheet) to see the source and
destination of the stream.

Fig. 3. Drawing streams.

Fig. 4. Visualizing stream connections.
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40.1.3. Renaming units and streams

Choose the Select icon and rename units and streams by double-clicking the name or click
the name label and edit properties (process sheet) - NameID cell, see Fig. 5.

Fig. 5. Renaming units and streams.

40.1.4. Inserting tables and stream tables (typically done after simulations)

The user can add tables to visualize important parameters of the results. Choose the Table
icon and draw the table in the same way as you draw the units. The user can open table
editor by double-clicking the table, where the user can add more rows and columns. It is
important to uncheck Size lock when adjusting the table size. It is typical to use this table to
show a summary of the results. The user can insert header labels and add any process
values as cell references in this table (copy cell reference from the unit sheets and paste
cell reference in the table), see Fig. 6 and Fig. 7.

The user can also insert stream tables by clicking the Stream Table Editor icon, which will
open the editor where the user can add variables (by double-clicking). A visible variable list
can be sorted by dragging the variables up and down in the list, see Fig. 8. The user can
check which stream tables can be visible or invisible in the editor or does that later from
View Menu...stream tables...show/hide all.

Fig. 6. Table added to the flowsheet.
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Fig. 7. Table editor, remember to uncheck Size lock when inserting rows and columns.

Fig. 8. Stream tables editor for adding stream tables to the flowsheet. Add and remove variables by
double-clicking.
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40.1.5. Editing a flowsheet

Sometimes the user wants to edit a flowsheet later and add new units. Adding a new unit
(Unit 3) in the middle of a stream (Stream 1) connected to two units (Unit 1 and Unit 2) is
explained here. First, draw a new unit (Unit 3) and connect Stream 1 from Unit 1 to Unit 3.
Then add a new stream (Stream 2), which starts from Unit 3 and ends at Unit 2, see Fig. 9 -
Fig. 11. Information in Unit 1 and Unit 2 is automatically updated so the user only needs to
make changes in Unit 3 and Stream 3 to run the simulation.

Fig. 9. Adding a unit to a stream between two units, starting situation.
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Fig. 10. Adding a unit to a stream between two units, add new unit and change stream connection.

Fig. 11. Adding a unit to a stream between two units, final situation.
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40.2. Menus in the flowsheet window

In this section, the Sim flowsheet menus (File, View, Select, Tools, Drawing Tools, Window
and Help) are introduced.

File menu

This menu is similar to many other programs where the user can (see also Fig. 12):

1. Start New Process…which opens an empty flowsheet.
2. Open Process…which is a *.Sim8 (HSC8) or *.fls file (HSC7 flowsheet).
3. Save Process…quick save process (overwrites previous version)
4. Save Process as…save process with the file name and location given by the user
5. Save Backup…process should be saved first before a backup can be made. It is

recommended to save a backup from time to time during the simulation.
6. Backups…If the user has saved backups, they can be managed (checked, restored,

deleted) here.
7. Recent Processes…shows the 10 most recent simulations made by the user
8. Export Flowsheet Image…The user can export the flowsheet as an image (png, vdx,

pdf, svg, dxf) or copy a flowsheet picture to the clipboard to use it in reports and
presentations.

9. Print flowsheet…prints the flowsheet
10. Exit HSC Sim…will close the Sim program

Fig. 12. File menu.
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View menu

In the View menu the user can (see also Fig. 14):

1. View and edit Flowsheet settings, where the user can change or restore default
settings of the flowsheet. Exit saves the settings and leaves this editor, see Fig. 13.

Fig. 13. Flowsheet settings.

2. Show and hide the flowsheet Name labels, Value labels and Stream tables.
3. Check and uncheck all Toolbars, which are explained in section 40.3.

Fig. 14. View menu.
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Select menu

The Select menu is typically used to edit or move many properties at once. Here the user
can: (see Fig. 15 below)

1. Select all Units on the flowsheet.
2. Select all Unit Name Labels on the flowsheet.
3. Select all Streams on the flowsheet
4. Select all Stream Name Labels on the flowsheet.
5. Select all Stream Value Labels on the flowsheet.
6. Select all Stream Tables on the flowsheet.
7. Select all (unit and stream) Name Labels on the flowsheet.
8. Select all (unit and stream) Value Labels on the flowsheet.
9. Select all Other Text Labels on the flowsheet.
10. Select All Labels on the flowsheet.
11. Select all (not including stream tables) Tables on the flowsheet.
12. Select all Other Drawing Objects on the flowsheet.
13. Select All Items on the flowsheet.

Fig. 15. Select menu.
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Tools menu

The Tools menu includes many advanced options that may be needed in flowsheet
simulation. The user needs detailed instructions on how to use those tools. Some tools are
explained here and others in different Chapters, see the list below. The Tools menu
includes (see Fig. 17):

1. Process information

Fig. 16. The user can add Process Information to this sheet.

2. LCA Evaluation (see Chapter 49)
3. Mass Balancing (see Chapters 51 and 52)
4. Reports (see section 40.2.1)
5. Select Unit Models (see section 40.2.2)
6. Scenario Editor (see section 40.2.3)
7. Show the process tree (see section 40.2.4)
8. Errors in flowsheet (shows possible errors in the flowsheet)

Fig. 17. Tools menu options.
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40.2.1. Reports

A summary of flowsheet results can be saved and printed here. There are two pages in this
report sheet: one for units and one for streams. This report uses Hydro_example3.Sim8.

Fig. 18. Stream balance sheet of the report file.

Fig. 19. Unit balance sheet of the report file.
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40.2.2. Select Unit Models

The user can choose different models for the units. The Select Unit Models window can be
opened from the Tools menu or by right-clicking if the cursor is on top of one of the units,
see Fig. 20. On the left side of the window is the list of units on the flowsheet. In the middle
part the user can select a unit model from the Reactions, Distribution, Particle and Others
sheet (and in the HSC8 update also ‘Import own unit models’). Double-click the unit to
select it and then click OK. Most of the units are dll type but there are still some Excel
Wizards available for the Reactions units. If Excel Wizards are chosen, the user needs to
check the stream names. Information about the units can be found on the right side of the
selector window. Empty Reactions or Distributions units are the same as R and D unit Icons
on the main flowsheet DrawBar, see Fig. 1.

In the HSC8 update that comes later, there will be instructions on how users can make their
own dll units (Chapter 50). User-made units can be imported using the import sheet.

Fig. 20. Select Unit Models window.
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40.2.3. Scenario Editor

The Scenario Editor lets you run your process model with different operating parameters
and see how they affect process variables. The calculated results can then be collected in
the charts.

To use the Scenario Editor, first select the processing parameter that you want to regulate
and copy its cell reference from the appropriate cell. Next, open the Scenario Editor and
paste the cell reference in the first SET/GET column (Fig. 21). Then you can add a name
and measurement unit for this variable, but most importantly you should specify whether the
variable will be a regulated (SET) or a calculated variable (GET) (Fig. 22).

Fig. 21. Add variables to the Scenario Editor by pasting the cell reference of the variable cell.
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Fig. 22. Specify the SET/GET value for the variable.

After adding enough variables, specify the parameter values for the SET columns, add
some charts, and finally run the scenario (Fig. 23).

Fig. 23. After specifying the variables, enter the SET variable values, add charts, and run the
scenario.
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